EDUCATIONAL GOALS 
Here at Rick’s Reptile Rescue and Sanctuary our main goal is to help unwanted exotic reptiles that have been abused, neglected or just need to be surrendered.  We are also dedicated to conservation, preservation and education relating to reptiles.  One of our goals is to provide permanent homes for reptiles that can be adopted out.  We are helping these animals that were originally obtained through the pet trade.  All too often these animals are purchased without consideration to the animals’ husbandry, habitat and diet requirements.  Costs involved; size the animal will get; or the temperament of the animal are all factors in why an exotic pet becomes unwanted.  
With 30+ years of combined experience in working with such animals, it is our mission to provide the best home for the animals.  Mainly, this means people who are knowledgeable about the reptiles and understand the time and commitment involved.  We work in conjunction with the Humane Societies, animal shelters; the zoos; law enforcement; wildlife rescue and local veterinarians to ensure the best help for the rescued reptiles.
More importantly, we provide educational services using our animals to inform the public about these wonderful creatures to hopefully dispel any myths and to teach respect for all of God’s creatures, great and small and whether they have fur or scales.  These educational presentations give people the opportunity to meet and interact with these animals in a fun, hands-on learning environment.  Most of the educational presentations are geared toward the children – the future of our planet, but adults have shown great interest as well.
One way we teach children about reptiles and their environment is through art.  We provide them an opportunity to color or draw their favorite reptiles and then the teachers can incorporate their art into classroom lessons.  We may also work closely with educators to insure our visit is conducive to ongoing lesson plans.
ADOPTION GUIDELINES
If you are interested in adopting a reptile from Rick’s Reptile Rescue and Sanctuary (RRRS), serious, educated and knowledgeable inquiries only.  If you want something cheap and/or something to fill an aquarium – this is not the place for you.  The following guidelines are for the protection of the reptiles involved as well as the potential adopter(s):
1. No adoptions will be made to anyone under the age of 19.  Parents – if you are applying for your child, please realize that we will be evaluating YOUR knowledge of the species during our phone interview.  If you are not capable of caring for the reptile yourself, we will not adopt to you;
2. All adopters must have at least two (2) references as to their knowledge of and willingness to commit the necessary time and resources for the reptile(s) they wish to adopt;
3. Expect to be screened should your adoption application be accepted for consideration;
4. Temperament cannot be guaranteed, due to the nature of exotic reptiles; 
5. Adopter(s) cannot hold RR RS responsible for any injuries health issues of adopted reptile and/or death of said reptile.  RRRS commits to the care and wellbeing of any and all reptiles that come into our rescue, but many have unknown histories;
6. All adopter(s) must have a suitable habitat set up and ready for inspection before the animal will be released into their custody;
7. All adopter(s) must agree to return any adopted reptile to RRR should they find that they are unable to keep said adopted reptile; 


ADOPTION GUIDELINES -CONTINUED
8. All adopter(s) understand that re-homing fees are necessary for the care and upkeep of the remaining animals in our care.  Adoption fees vary from animal to animal.  There are no standard fees, although most animals will range in the $25-$200 range.  These fees are based on things like the retail value; level of care needed; vet treatment; and likelihood of finding a good home.  Adoption fees are not final and may be adjusted at our discretion, however if you are unable to pay a minor adoption fee it will raise a question about your ability to care for the animal ;
9. Our animals are generally intended to be adopted for the purposes of being companion animals not commercial breeders. We want adopters who want to help the rescued/surrendered animals and this rescue, not contribute to the problem.   We have a strict NO BREEDING POLICY.  Anyone who breeds an animal they adopt from our rescue will be subject to lawsuit and liable for the cost in recovering the animal;
10. All adoption applications that are accepted for consideration will take 15-20 days to complete the screening and re-homing process;
11. We require a legal binding contract upon the adoption of any animal – we suggest reading a sample contract before applying so that you are not surprised by any of the clauses; and
12. RRRS reserves the right to make other contractual agreements with adopters if the agreement is in the best interests of the animal and RRRS.  These agreements may be addendums to of an existing contract, or may be entirely different.  RRRS does not expect this to be a regularly used option, but reserves this possibility for unforeseen situations.
****** Rick’s Reptile Rescue and Sanctuary reserves the right to refuse adoption to anyone.  We are not a governmental agency and may use any means necessary to choose an adoptive home. ******
